Like most state of Michigan employees, I
had a plethora of funds available in 2011
to take lavish trips and buy numerous
luxury items. In May I went to wild
Africa with my niece, sister and mother
and saw zebras, giraffes and all sorts of
other amazing African creatures. Mom
had a particular affinity for the wild
giraffes and used a high pitch shrill to call
them in, then rewarded them with a bit of
lettuce. It was
quite amazing.
The trip to Africa
was so much fun that we took my niece to Mexico to go deep-sea fishing
and bass fishing. In spite of being victim to a three-day blow on the high
seas, the weather cooperated for several good days of bass fishing.
That’s Kailea with her first
bass.
We also were blessed with a
trip to Costa Rica with
Mark’s nephew who also is an
avid fisherman. For this trip,
the weather was great, the sky and water amazing
shades of blue, and the fishing world class.
And finally, we went to Norway to go salmon fishing.
You
might say
we had
some luck there as well.
Our
luxury
items
this
year
include
several rare Syrian hamsters. We meant only to
raise three of these but the thing is, the third one
was pregnant and the babies were all cute and
well, we now have a dozen. Two won first place
ribbons at a local fair, though, so we really made
out like bandits! To the right is one award winner, Little Buddha.

Okay, so the truth is, Wild Africa is part of Binder Park Zoo (which is one hour from our
house), all the fishing photos were taken in Michigan, and none of our hamsters won any ribbons, let alone entered in any contests.
Instead of trips this year, we invested in
two strangers, one of whom called himself
The Siding Man, the other of whom claimed
to be his wife and assistant. They were
shady looking characters but said they love
dogs and could spell aluminium (as in siding)
and that was good enough for us. They sided
our house and installed new gutters and
downspouts, and made it such that I won’t
ever have to paint the outside of the house
again. Our new pals Patrick and Jami also
put in a new bay window, which opened up
our living room and became the declared sunning room for our cat, Purrkins.
In addition to our cat, we really do have a dozen hamsters, along with one ferret, and two
dogs. The dogs are both 13--one has no teeth and the other can’t hear, but between the two of
them, they make a great watch dog.
Mark is retiring from Alma College in the spring ond I’m sure
you’re happier about that than I am given his affinity for pet
stores. Mark’s retirement got me to thinking how nice it would be
if I could retire early from state government, so I ignored Mark
for a few months while wrapping up my book, From Zero to Four
Kids in Thirty Seconds. It’s a funny yet compelling book about
becoming an instant stepmom. As of this writing, the book was
available on Amazon as a Kindle e-book and I was working on
formatting it for other e-book distributors and for sale online as
an actual paperback. While I haven’t gotten all the online formatting figured out, I did get numerous copies made via the new
Espresso book machine at Michigan State University, which can
crank out a book in 5 minutes. If you happen to need a copy of
my book, I can book you up with one. I mean, hook you up with
one. Like a fish.
The four kids in my book are doing well. They all live in Michigan and are either
in school or gamefully employed. The oldest, Willi, is getting married in September, which means I will actually have to buy a dress AND wear high heels. Can
you see me in these?
My parents are both holding their own, and are probably loving the fact that I lied my way
through half of this Christmas letter. Well, they pulled the wool over my eyes about Santa
Clause for a long time. In fact, it was just last year that I found out the truth about that
creepy old man.
I hope you and your family had a great 2011. Merry Christmas!

